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Resources & Activities
1.0: Introduction
     We primarily associate democracy with voting and campaigning, but it is so much more. Rather than episodic, it should involve ongoing activity. This is what it means to be a citizen. This is especially true for Unitarian Universalists because of the commitment articulate in our fifth principle: “The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and in society at large.” 
     The following by Courtney Martin highlights the work of Citizen University and Civic Saturdays, a way that congregations can engage the community in civic issues.
     …There’s a quieter, more reflective kind of patriotism beginning to spring up in cities throughout the country. It’s a patriotism more interested in wrestling with our values than waving our flag, more likely to feature poetry than debate and more invested in discussing local issues than the large slate of 2020 presidential hopefuls.
     It’s called Civic Saturdays.
     It was started …by a Seattle-based nonprofit organization called Citizen University, which aims to revitalize civic identity and action. Its co-founders, Eric Liu and Jená Cane, had already been brainstorming about how to create a civic analogue to church. They called it “civic religion.”
     …The heart of the service is the sermon, designed to get congregants thinking beyond the day’s headlines to deeper themes of their democracy. …Mr. Liu writes, “The sermons are all about what it means to live like a citizen in an age of brokenness.”
     … Often Americans think about their most entrenched divides being along party lines — Democrats versus Republicans. The Civic Seminary proposes the idea that beneath the cacophony of partisan debate are more fundamental divides: between liberty and equality, …or between a Hamiltonian versus Jeffersonian view of the role of government, or between “pluribus” and “unum,” among many others.
     …Civic Saturdays are meant, however, not just to scratch an existential itch for the individuals who show up but to change the nation. Mr. Liu explained that citizenship is “not about papers and passports.” Instead, he said, he has a favorite equation: “Power + character = citizenship.”
Source: https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/02/opinion/preaching-faith-in-democracy.html?auth=login-google&login=google

2.0: Observances, Resources & Organizations
2.1: Observances
Even though these are typically celebrated in September, Democracy Day could be observed at any time.
2.1.1: United Nations Day of Democracy, September 15
The International Day of Democracy, first observed in 2008, provides an opportunity to review the state of democracy in the world. Democracy is as much a process as a goal, and only with the full participation of and support by the international community, national governing bodies, civil society and individuals, can the ideal of democracy be made into a reality to be enjoyed by everyone, everywhere.
Link: https://www.un.org/en/events/democracyday/
2.1.2: Canada’s Democracy Week/Day, mid-September 
     Canada's Democracy Week [and Day] is an annual initiative that aims to engage and connect Canadians with their democratic process. It's inspired by the United Nations' International Day of Democracy, which celebrates the benefits that democracy has brought to people around the globe.
     The most recent resources are from 2017.
Link: http://democracy-democratie.ca/content.asp?document=home
2.1.3: United States Democracy Day
While there have been several attempts to pass legislation to establish a Democracy Day in the United States, first in 2005 and most recently in 2018, none have yet been successful. The purpose has been to make Election Day a national holiday to increase voter participation.
2.2: Resources
2.2.1: 2016-2020 Statement of Conscience Issue
2.2.1.1: The Corruption of Our Democracy
Read the complete text of the CSAI, "The Corruption of Our Democracy."
Link: https://www.uua.org/action/process/csais/corruption-of-our-democracy/2016-2020-congregational-study/action-issue-csai
2.2.1.2: Our Democracy Uncorrupted
Read the text of the draft Statement of Conscience (SOC) 
Link: https://www.uua.org/action/process/csais/corruption-of-our-democracy/2016-2020-csai
2.2.1.3: Study Guide: The Corruption of Our Democracy (25 pages)
PDF Link: https://www.uua.org/sites/live-new.uua.org/files/csai_democracy_study_guide_2016.pdf
Also available as a Word document
2.2.1.4: The Real Rules
This UUA document provides guidance for religious activism in the political arena.
Link: https://www.uua.org/sites/live-new.uua.org/files/the_real_rules_2016.pdf
2.2.2: Is Democracy Dying?
Fourteen pieces published by the Atlantic magazine in the fall of 2018
Link: https://www.theatlantic.com/projects/is-democracy-dying/
2.2.3: Be a Patriot by Timothy Snyder
Twenty lessons for citizens of an imperiled democracy, from a scholar of twentieth-century catastrophes.
Link: https://www.uuworld.org/articles/be-patriot
2.2.4: Breaking Down Democracy: Goals, Strategies, and Methods of Modern Authoritarians
This report by Freedom House provides excellent information regarding how Russia, China, and other authoritarian countries subvert democracy.
Link: https://freedomhouse.org/report/special-reports/breaking-down-democracy-goals-strategies-and-methods-modern-authoritarians
2.2.5: When celebrating July 4th this week, remember that democracy is a core principle by Bob Garfield, Opinion contributor
A thoughtful article about the challenge to democracy in America.
Link: https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2019/07/03/4th-july-gives-americans-opportunity-reflect-civic-history-column/1627259001/
2.3: Organizations
2.3.1: Citizen University
     Citizen University envisions a great civic revival across our nation—our dream is a country [with people] …steeped in a sense of civic character, educated in the tools of civic power, and are problem-solving contributors in self-governing communities. One powerful program designed for congregations is called Civic Saturdays as described by Courtney Martin in the introduction.
       See the following videos listed in the REACH packet: 10.9. 10.10 & 10.11.
Link: https://www.citizenuniversity.us/
2.3.2: Protect Democracy
Protect Democracy is a nonpartisan nonprofit [working] …to prevent our democracy from declining into a more authoritarian form of government.
Link: https://protectdemocracy.org/
2.3.3: Freedom House
Freedom House is an independent watchdog organization dedicated to the expansion of freedom and democracy around the world. They analyze the challenges to freedom, advocate for greater political rights and civil liberties, and support frontline activists to defend human rights and promote democratic change. Founded in 1941, Freedom House was the first American organization to champion the advancement of freedom globally.
Link:  https://freedomhouse.org/
2.3.4: The World Movement for Democracy
The World Movement for Democracy is a global network of civil society activists, scholars, parliamentarians, thought leaders, journalists, and funders who are committed to advancing democracy.
Link: https://www.movedemocracy.org/
2.3.5: Common Cause
Common Cause knows the ultimate power in a democracy is the people. To be truly of, by, and for the people, government must reflect everyone it serves. We’re all better off when people from all walks of life participate in self-governance.
Link: https://www.commoncause.org/
2.3.6: Democracy International
Democracy International makes politics, governments, and societies work for people around the world.
Link: http://democracyinternational.com/
2.3.7: Animating Democracy, a Program of Americans for the Arts
Animating Democracy inspires, informs, promotes, and connects arts and culture as potent contributors to community, civic, and social change.
Link: https://www.animatingdemocracy.org/
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